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BOLSHEVIK  CRITICISM OF
DEMOCRACY

THE Bolshevik argument against Parliamentary
democracy as a method of achieving Socialism is a
powerful one. My answer to it lies rather in pointing
out what I believe to be fallacies in the Bolshevik
method, from which I conclude that no swift method
exists of establishing any desirable form of Socialism.
But let us first see what the Bolshevik argument is.
In the first place, it assumes that those to whom it
is addressed are absolutely certain that Communism is
desirable, so certain that they are willing, if necessary,
to force it upon an unwilling population at the point of
the bayonet. It then proceeds to argue that, while
capitalism retains its hold over propaganda and its
means of corruption, Parliamentary methods are very
unlikely to give majority for Communism in the
House of Commons, or to lead to effective action by
such a majority even if it existed. Communists point
out how the people are deceived, and how their chosen
leaders have again and again betrayed them* From
this they argue that the destruction of capitalism must
be sudden and catastrophic; that it must be the work
of a minority; and that it cannot be effected constitu-
tionally or without violence. It is therefore, in their